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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


MINUTES OF THE THIRD ANNUAL MEETING 
FRIENDS OF THE ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY 


The third annual dinner meeting of the Friends of the Armed Forces 
Medical Library was held at the Cosmos Club in Washington on Monday eve- 
ning, 14 June 1954. Over 150 persons were in attendance; distinguished 
guests included Major General George E. Armstrong, Surgeon General of 
the Army; Major General Howard McC. Snyder (M.C. Ret.), Physician to the 
President, and Mrs. Snyder; Mr. Verner W. Clapp, Chief Assistant Librar- 
jan of Congress, and Mrs. Clapp; Brigadier General H. H. Twitchell of 
the Office of the Surgeon General, U. S. Air Force, and Mrs. Twitchell, 
and Captain B. F. Avery of the Navy's Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 
Dr. Henry R. Viets, Chairman of the FRIENDS, presided. 


Dr. E. H. Cushing presented the Treasurer's report, in summary, on 
behalf of Dr. Robert M. Stecher. Dr. Emerson Crosby Kelly presented the 
report of the Nominating Committee on behalf of its Chairman, Dr. W. B. 
McDaniel, II. The following slate was nominated, and the nominees unan- 
imously elected for two-year terms: 


Chairman - Dr. Benjamin Spector, Boston 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mrs. Breed Robinson, Baltimore 


Executive Committee Members - (Professor Tom Jones, Chicago 
(Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Baltimore 


Dr. Viets, as outgoing Chairman, will serve as the third member of the 
Executive Committee. 


In turning over his office to the new Chairman, Dr. Viets spoke 
briefly on the mission of the FRIENDS, and in his response Dr. Spector 
enlarged on this topic. Dr. Spector then introduced the Director of the 
Armed Forces Medical Library, Lieutenant Colonel Frank B. Rogers, who 
spoke on the activities of the AFML Advisory Group; on the abandonment 
of the attempt to obtain basic legislation for the Library, and of the 
considerable campaign now under way to obtain a new library building on 
the grounds of the National Naval Medical Center at Bethesda, Maryland. 


Dr. William Jerome Wilson, Chief of the History of Medicine Divi- 
sion, Armed Forces Medical Library, gave the principal address of the 
evening on "The Nature and Value of Scientific History." In introducing 
Dr. Wilson, Colonel Rogers paid tribute to his contributions to the Li- 
brary at the end of a distinguished career, now coming to a close, due 
to his imminent retirement later this summer, and gave an appreciation 
of Dr. Wilson's wise and kindly scholarship. Dr. Wilson presented an 
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encyclopedic review of science and historiography over the centuries, 
stressing the impact of Darwinian ideas on both fields, and indicated an 
ever-increasing rapprochement between the two disciplines, 


The meeting was adjourned with the expectation that the fourth an- 
nual FRIENDS banquet will be held some time in October 1955. 


MLA CONVENTION 


A record number of medical. librarians - the magic figure of 400 was 
reached at the end of the week - attended the 53d Annual Meeting of the 
Medical Library Association at the Hotel Statler, Washington, D. C., 
15-18 June 1954. Even the notorious Washington weather was favorable for 
the event; as the week progressed, the temperature cooled to the point 
where the ladies found it desirable to wear a wrap over the shoulders to 
be really comfortable in the evenings. 


After a pre-Convention tour of the White House, Mount Vernon, and 
other Washington landmarks on Monday, 14 June, the Convention was off to 
a running start on Tuesday morning with addresses by Dr. Herbert P. Ram 
sey, President of the Medical Society of the District of Columbia, and 
Dre R. Keith Cannan, Chairman of the Division of Medical Sciences of the 
National Research Council. An inaugural luncheon followed in the Con- 
gressional Room, and the distinguished guests included Dr. W. Montague 
Cobb, Editor of the Journal of the National Medical Association; Dr. Jo- 
seph L. Johnson, Dean of the College of Medicine, Howard University; 
Dr. Clemens V. Rault, Dean of the School of Dentistry, Georgetown Uni- 
versity; Mr. Gerald Gross, Editor of Washington Report on the Medical 
Sciences; Dr. Fred L. Soper, Director of the Pan American Sanitary Bu- 
reau, and Dr. Ramsey. 





Medical research was the theme of the entire Convention; Dr. Soper 
served as moderator at the Tuesday afternoon session, which concerned 
"International Aspects of Medical Research."* Participants in the panel 
discussion included Dr. William S. Stone, Director of Medical Education 
and Research, University of Maryland; CMDR Robert A. Phillips of the 
Navy's Bureau of Medicine and Surgery; Dr. Frederick J. Brady of the 
Division of International Health, Public Health Service, and Dr. Arturo 
Saenz of the Division of Public Health, Pan American Sanitary Bureau. On 
Tuesday evening there were group meetings of the Pharmacy, Hospital, and 
Medical Schools groups; all were attended by "sell-out" crowds. 


On Wednesday morning MLA President Marion F. Dondale conducted the 
first general business session, at which reports of various committees 
were heard. At noon buses left for Bethesda, Maryland, where the Con- 
vention enjoyed lunch at the Clinical Center of the National Institutes 
of Health, followed by a tour of that Center and of the nearby National 
Naval Medical Center. In the evening 300 of the Convention-goers enjoyed 
a@ supper party at the Army-Navy Country Club in Arlington, Virginia. 


On Thursday morning the program was divided between two symposia. 
Miss Mildred Jordan of Emory University was moderator of a symposium on 
"Medical Library Architecture," at which the chief participants were 
Mr. Thomas P. Fleming of Columbia University, LCDR John A. Oley of the 
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Armed Forces Medical Library, and Mr. Francis Keally, F.A.I.A. Dr. San- 

ford V. Larkey of Johns Hopkins University was the moderator of a sympo- 
sium on "Government Sponsorship of Medical Research" at which the chief 

participants were Captain C. P. Phoebus of the Office of Naval Research; 

Dr. Stella Le. Deignan,Director of the Bio-Sciences Information Exchange, 

Smithsonian Institution; Dr. Kenneth M. Endicott of the National Insti- 

tutes of Health; Dr. Louis Levin of the National Science Foundation, and 

Dr. Paul G. LeFevre of the Atomic Energy Commission. 


Miss Mildred V. Naylor held a Thursday noon luncheon conference on 
exchange procedures, and in the afternoon the Convention proceeded by 
bus to the Library of Congress, where Mr. Verner W. Clapp, Chief Assist- 
ant Librarian of Congress, discussed LC's medical resources; the after— 
noon was concluded with a reception and tea at the Armed Forces Medical 
Library, where many special exhibits were on view, including a large 
selection of rarities from the AFML's History of Medicine Division in 
Cleveland, Ohio. In the evening the Dental Group and the Medical Soci- 
ety Group held well-attended meetings. 


On Friday the day began with a final business session. Additional 
committee reports were heard,as well as reports of representatives serv- 
ing on many joint committees. Several resolutions were introduced, and 
there was considerable discussion of initial moves looking toward the 
establishment of "shadow't libraries as part of an effort to preserve our 
cultural resources. The following officers were elected for the coming 
year: 


President Miss Wilma Troxel 

Vice-President (President-Elect) Mr. Wesley Draper 

Honorary Vice-President Dr. E. He Cushing, Washington, D. C. 
Secretary Miss Esther Judkins 

Treasurer Miss Pauline Duffield 

Executive Board Members Miss Clara Manson and 


Mr. Robert T. Lentz 


The final session, on Friday afternoon, heard Lieutenant Colonel 
Edwin J. Pulaski,Director of the Division of Surgery of the Army Medical 
Service Graduate School, discuss medical library service from the user's 
point of view, and heard Dr. William Jerome Wilson, Chief of the AFML's 
History of Medicine Division, discuss two early plans fora national 
medical library, both undertaken jin 1868, and of which Dr. J. S. Bill- 
ings and Dr. J. Me Toner were the leading exponents. Mr. Samuel Lazerow, 
AFML's Assistant Librarian for Acquisitions, discussed the AFML's acqui- 
sition program, and Lieutenant Colonel Frank B. Rogers, AFML'S Director, 
read a paper which discussed the progress made at AFML during the decade 
since the Survey Committee submitted its report. 


The Convention ended on Friday evening with the Annual Banquet, at 
which Miss Dondale presided, and where Mr. and Mrs. Verner W. Clapp, 
Representative and Mrs. Walter Judd of Minnesota, and Representative and 
Mrs. Will Neal of West Virginia were distinguished guests. Dr. Detlev W. 
Bronk, President of the Rockefeller Institute of Medical Research, gave 
a stirring address on the role of the medical librarian in the partner- 
ship of the medical research team. In a fitting climax, Miss Janet Doe, 
Librarian of the New York Academy of Medicine, was presented with the 
Marcia C. Noyes Award for distinguished service to medical librarianship. 





——————EE——————————— 


The Chairmen of the various Convention Committees were: 


Lieutenant Colonel Frank B. Rogers General Chairman 

Dr. Raymund L. Zwemer Deputy Chairman 

Mr. Scott Adams Program 

Miss Estelle Brodman Convention Facilities 
Miss M. Ruth MacDonald Tours and Transportation 


Miss Mabel I. McLaughlin Banquet and Meals 
Miss Ruth Rodier Hospitality 


Mr. Samuel Lazerow Special Exhibit 


These Chairmen, along with their faithful committee members, receiv- 


ed many congratulations onthe arrangements for this very successful 
meeting. 


The 54th Annual Meeting will be held in Milwaukee during May 1955; 
the 55th Annual Meeting will be held in Los Angeles in June 1956. 


JOSEPH CONRAD TUCKER 


Mr. Joseph C. Tucker, Chief of the Administrative Division, Armed 
Forces Medical Library, died on 18 June 1954, after an illness of severe 
al months. 


Mr. Tucker, a native of North Carolina, came to Washington in 1934 
and to the Armed Forces Medical Library in 1947. After serving as Per- 
sonnel Officer he was appointed Chief of the Administrative Division in 
1951. He was the brother of Miss Corinne Tucker who retired from the 
position of the Library's Fiscal Officer in 1949. He is survived by his 
wife, Mrs. Louise Tucker, residing at 4511 Four Mile Run Drive, Arling- 
ton, Virginia, and by several brothers and sisters. 


The son of a physician, Mr. Tucker had a profound interest in the 
Armed Forces Medical Library and was devoted to its welfare. He managed 
the fiscal, supply, and personnel economy of the Library with unflagging 
zeal. An amateur painter of considerable talent, he arranged several of 
the Library's displays on "Medicine in Art" which were at once evidences 
of his knowledge, his good taste, and his ready wit. 


We mourn the passing of this doughty colleague and unfailing friend. 


SUMMER HOURS 


During the summer months of July and August 1954 the Armed Forces 
Medical Library will be closed to the public on Sundays and holidays. 
The Library will be open on weekdays Monday through Friday from 8 aM 
to 5 pem., and on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 











